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The present application is rejected for the following 
reasons. Any argument must be submitted within 60 days from 
the mailing date of this document . 



(1) The inventions defined by the following claims of the 
present application are rejected under Sec. 29(2) of the 
Japanese Patent Law as being obvious to those skilled in the 
art in view of the subject matter described in the following 



REASONS 
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cited references published in Japan or in a foreign country 
prior to the filing of the present application. 

(2) The present application fails to comply with the re- 
5 quirements of Sec. 37 of the Japanese Patent Law on the fol- 
lowing points. 

REMARKS 

(as for the references, see the list of cited references) 

10 

Regarding Reason ( 1 ) : 

• Claims 1, 13, 14, 15, 30 and 31 

• References Nos . 1 and 2 

• Note 

15 The subject matter described in Reference No. 1 is differ- 

ent from the claimed inventions in that Reference No. 1 
provides no detailed description about providing the guide 
means in preparing a material alloy for an iron-based rare 
earth magnet. However, Reference No. 2 does describe on 

20 column 1, line 36 to column 2, line 7 that the crystalline 

structure of a resultant rapidly solidified alloy may be 
well controlled by using a tundish (equivalent to the 
" guide means" described in the claims), which can feed a 
molten alloy onto the surface of a roller at a subs t an - 

25 tially constant flow rate per unit width, instead of per- 

2 



forming the normal strip casting process in which the mol- 
ten alloy is dripped directly through a nozzle onto the ro- 
tating chill roller. The Examiner believes that to 
facilitate the control of the crystalline structure should 

5 have been one of the objects to be achieved to make a mate- 

rial alloy for an iron -based rare earth magnet uniformly 
through a casting process as described in Reference No. 1. 
Thus, it would have been obvious to those skilled in the 
art to apply the modified strip casting technique as de- 

10 scribed in Reference No. 2 to the method of making a mate- 

rial alloy for an iron-based rare earth magnet by a melt 
spinning process as described in Reference No. 1. 

• Claim 2 

15 • References Nos . 1 and 2 

• Note 

The channel of the tundish as described in Reference No. 2 
naturally has its size or position adjusted in accordance 
with the width of the alloy ingot to be obtained. 

20 

• Claim 3 

• References Nos. 1, 2 and 3 

• Note 

Reference No. 3 describes that a reduced-pressure atmos- 
25 phere should be created in making a rare earth alloy. 
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• Claim 22 

• References Nos . 1 and 2 

• Note 

The flow width of a molten alloy may be determined appro- 
priately in accordance with the shape of a cast alloy to be 
obtained. 

• Claim 25 

• References Nos .1,2 and 3 

• Note 

Reference No. 3 describes on column 8, lines 49-50 that a 
rare earth rapidly solidified alloy to be prepared by a 
strip casting process has a thickness falling within the 
range defined by this claim. 

• Claims 27, 28 and 29 

• References Nos. 1, 2 and 4 

• Note 

Reference No. 4 describes on page 3, upper left column, 
lines 8-14 that a roller for use in a strip casting process 
is made of copper and that the surface of the roller is 
covered with a hard coating (e.g., plated with chromium) . 

Regarding Reason ( 2 ) 

The inventions defined by claims 1 to 31 of the present 



applications do not satisfy any of the relationships of Sec. 
37(3) of the Japanese Paitent Law with the invention defined by 
claim 32 of the present application, which relates to a prod- 
uct (which invention will be herein referred to as a "speci- 
5 fied invention"), for the following reasons: 

The inventions defined by claims 1 to 31 of the present 
application relate to a method of making a material alloy for 
an iron-based rare earth magnet from 
10 "a melt of an iron-based rare earth material alloy hav- 

ing a composition represented by the general formula: 

( Fei_ m T m ) ioo-x-y-z-n(Bi- p Cp) x RyTi z M n , 
where T is at least one element selected from the group 
consisting of Co and Ni; R is at least one element se- 
15 lected from the group consisting of Y (yttrium) and the 

rare earth elements; and M is at least one element se- 
lected from the group consisting of Al, Si, V, Cr r Mn, 
Cu, Zn, Ga, Zr, Nb, Mo, Ag, Hf, Ta, W, Pt , Au and Pb, 
the mole fractions x, y, z, m, n and p satisfying the 
20 inequalities of : 

10 at%<x^25 at%; 
7 at%^y<10 at%; 
0.5 at%^z^l2 at%; 
O^m^O . 5; 
25 0 at%^n^l0 at%; and 
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0^p^0.25, respectively". 
However, the alloy compositions defined by claim 32 of the 
present application include a composition that does not fall 
within the composition range defined by claims 1 to 31 of the 
5 present application. Accordingly, the inventions defined by 
claims 1 to 31 of the present applications cannot be regarded 
as "inventions relating to a process of manufacturing a prod- 
uct according to the specified invention" . 



10 The present application fails to comply with the require- 

ments of Sec. 37 of the Japanese Patent Law, and the Examiner 
has not examined yet whether or not the inventions defined by 
claims other than claims 1 to 31 of the present application 
comply with the requirements of the other sections of the 

15 Japanese Patent Law. 



No reasons for rejection have been found yet as to the 
inventions defined by the claims other than those rejected in 
this notice of reasons for rejection. When a new reason for 
20 rejection is found, another notice of reasons for rejection 
will be sent . 
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10 
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15 The documents cited in the above record of a search for 

prior art documents do not form the basis of the reasons for 
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